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Hit, or Mifs, Luck’s all: Or the Fortunate 
Poft, weceffary to be read by the Adven- 
turers in all Lotteries; but more efpect- 
ally by thofe that expe a Prize in the 
two Lotteries entituled, Eight Hundred, 
and a Thoufand Pound, for2s 6d. 


-§ there be many Lotteries now on Foot 
(belide the Adilion Lottery now draw- 
ing by Act of Parliament) I think it 

: proper to introduce my Effay I entitle 
The Fortunate Poft.——- With the Definition of 
Fortune. | 

It 13 manifeft (fays Aviftotle) that Fortune i an 
Accidental Caufe in thofe Things, which for fome 
Purpofe ave done to fome End. e 

Upon the Words of this Definition, all the 
Philofophers that have written Glofles upon 
Ariftotle, do {pend much Time and many Rea- 
fons, with great Alterations and Arguments, the 
which differing one frons another, | will forbear 
to recite, left with the Rehearfal of them | 
fhould confound the Reader’s Underftanding. 


I will therefore begin with that which the Gen- 


tiles held and written concerning Fortune, 
Touching the firft of the Gentiles, as they erred 
the groflieft that might be, without all Reafon 
and Senfe, in all Things concerning their Gods, 
fo without any Foundation or Ground, feigned 
they Fortune tobe a Goddefs, havirg Power over all 
Things, as writeth Be, in bis firft Book of 
Confolation, fo thar as well .in Rome as in other 
Places, they builded and dedicated unto her 
Temples, in which fhe was worfhipped and ado- 
red. 1 would fain ask of thefe Gentiles, how 
they knew, or whereby they had Notice, that 
Fortune was a Goddcis, and nota God, and 
wherefore they painted her ii that Sex, having 


never feen her, neither yet underftood any aflu- 
red Certainty of her, except (as Gallen faith) 
they painted her of t’> "eminine Sex, rhe berre,. 
to fignify her Inconftancy. 

The Praneftins, a People of /raly, held and 
adored her for the chiefeft Geddefs and Pro- 
tectre/s of the Common-Wealth: But omitting this, 
as not making much to the Perpofe: | will tell 
you the divers Sorts and Manners wherewith 
chey figured her forth in their Temples: Some 

ainted her likea frantick Woman, ftanding with 
‘both her Feet upon a round Ball: Others with 
great Wings and no Feet, giving thereby to un- 
derftand, that fhe never ftood firm: Others fa- 
fhioned her with a Head touching the Clouds, and 
a Scepter inher Hand, as though the univerfally 
“had eas all Things in the World : Ochers fet in 

er Hand Cornucopia, or the Horn of Abundance, 
fhewing thereby chat from her we receive all, 
both our Good and Evil: Some made her of 
GlafS, becaufe it isa Mettal fo eafily broken : But 
the moft ufual Manner of Painting her, mas with 
4 Wheel in her Hand, ae turning the fame 
up and down, her Eyes being blindfolded and mufled ; 
whereby it might appear, that he which was ia 
the Height of all Profperity, with one Tura of 
the Wheel, might eafily come under and be caft 
down; and likewife thofe underneath and of 
bafe Eftate, might eafily be mounted up into high- 
er Degree. Others thooght it good to Pitture 
h:vy like a Man, and therefore made unto him a 
particular Temple. 

Divers alfo painted her? failing by Sea upon the 
Beck of a great Fifh, carrying the one End of a 
Sail puffed with a full Windia her Hand, and 
the other under ber Feer, deciphering, as it were, 
thereby the fickle and dangerous Eftate of Sgilets, 
and hence as | take it, proceedeth that common 


Phrafe of Speech, chat when any Mag hath paffed 
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grcat Tempeit and Danger by Scag we fay, Cor 
riofortuna, a though Fortune had medled with 
ihe Matter. Befides thefe, they devifed and 4- 
eured her forth in many other Shapes, with a 
thoufand sidiculous Toys and Imaginations, the 
Ciufe of which Divertity of Forms attributed un- 
to her, was becaufe fhe wis a Thing only ima- 
gined, and noc kuown in the World. 

But I have not feen any Pitture of Fortune 
that pleaferh me better, than thatin a Table, 
where they paint her with the Wheel in her 
Hand, holding ler Eyes between open aad fhut, 
with a moft itrange and uncertain Afpeé, pla- 
clug under her Feet Fuftice and Reafon, wearied 
and opprefled, in poor, ragged and contempti- 
bic Habits, lamenting in forrowful Gefture, che 
Injury they receive in being held in fuch Captivi- 
ty and Slavery: On the one Side of Fortune 
ftandeth Pleafure, and the other Free-Will, both 
being pompoufly attired with rich and beautiful 
Ornaments, each of them holding in their Hand 
2 fharp Sword, feeming with angry Gefture, to 
threaten them fome great Mifchief, if they cea- 
fed not their Complaints. 

But the Gentiles as they were pafling blind in 
all divine Things partaining unto God and his 
Omnipotency, fo not being able to comprehend 
and underftand his divine univerfal Providence in 
all Things, they divided the fame from God 
himfelf, and made thereof a Godde/s, attributing 
to her, Government, Domination, Power, and 
Commandment, all the exterior Things of the 
World, which Error of theirs herein committed, 
fome of themfelves do confefs and acknowledge, 
as Fuvenal where he faith, Where Prudence w, 
thou haft no Deity, O Fortune, but we, for Want of 
Wifdom, do make thee aGoddefs, and place thee in 
Heaven. According towhich, Sct. Hierome, in an 
Epiftle of his to Terentia, faith, Nothing us crea- 
ted of GOD without Caufe, nesther is any Thing 
done by Chance, «as the Gentiles think, the Temerity 
of blind Fortune bath no Power at all: Whereby we 
may fee that Fortune is nothing elfe than a Thing 
feigned in the Fancy of Men, and that there is 
no other Fortune than the Wid and Providence of 
GOD, which ruleth and governeth all Things; 
but when we will ftretch our felves farther, we 
may fay that Fortune confenting in Natura nacu- 
rans, which is Goa himfelf, is Part of Naiwra 
Adturats, being his Operations, lb fay part, be- 
caule of the Definition of Anifotle and others, 


who attribute no more to her than accidental} g 


Caufes, fo that Nature working in all other na- 
tural Things, Fortuge is more ftraitly limi:ed 


in her Works, and is inferior to Natura NALUY at Ay 
and the felf-fame is to be underftood of thar 
which we call Chance. 

And therefore, I hope I may fay, without any 
ReficGion upon the Wife Providence of God, fay 
Hit, or Mifs, Luck’s all—~ For when I cal] Men 
Fortunate or Unfortunate, I me&n by ic, nomore 
than this, thac God blelies one Man and blafte 
another, as he thinks fic; and this will appear 
by the following Examples. 

We may fay that the Emperor Claudius was 
very fortunate, becaufe Caligula being flain, and 
he alfo fearing to be killed, in that Fury and Up- 
roar of the People, for chat he was his near 
Kinfman, as he peep’d out of the Corner of the Houfe 
wherein he lay hidden, to fee how the World 
went, was efpied of a Soldier, who knowing 
him, and running towards him, Claudius caft 
himfelf down at his Feet, humbly befeeching him 
to fave bis Lifes in which his miferable Defpera- 
tion, the Soldier bade him be of good Courage 
and void of Fear, faluting him by the Name of 
Emperor, and prefently being brought forth be- 
fore the other Soldiers, he was eftablifhed and 
confirmed in his Predeceflor’s Room; fo that 
herein was Fortune favourable unto him, for his 
peeping out of the Corner wherein he lurked, 
quaking for Fear, was with Purpofe to difcover 
it the Coaft was clear, and to fave his Life; and 
it happen’d thereby accidentally unto him, that 
he was chofen and elected Emperor. 

The Houfe of Don Garfia of Toledo, the Gover- 
nor of WVaples, was fhaken to the Ground, by 
Powder fir’'d by Lightning, he was commonly 
call’d The Fortunate Knight: On a Time ina 
Tempeft, a Wave threw him over-board, and 
another caft him into another Galley, and fo fav’d 
him: There was Luck in a Bag (as we us’d to fay). 
If a Man be born to be hang’d rather than 
drown’d, the Gallows will bail him out ; and ifa 
Man’s born to be rich, even Lotteries at 20 and 
27 Blanks to Prize ( which is the odds in Peter’s 
and Smith’s Lottery) fhall make him wealthy. 

Pelycrates Samins, that flung his Ring into the 
Sez, becaule he wou’d participate of Difappoint- 
ment with others, had ic miraculoufly reftor’d f 
to him again fhortly after, by a Fith taken as he 
angled: Sothat Ait or Mifs, Luck’s all. — 

Thus we fee, the Way of Fortune, is like the 
Milky Way in the Sky, which is a Meeting 0 
Knot of mauy fmall Stars, not feen afunder, but 
iving Light together, fo are there a Number 


© 


of little and fcarce difcern’d Vertues, or rather 


f 


Ihave often obferv’d a Fatality in the proper | 
Namies of Princes. ¢. f. Anguftus the firft Roman 


Emperor, and Auguftulus the laft; ConfPantine 
the firlt Grecian Emperor, and Conffantine the 
laft; the like is obferv’d of the firft and laft 
Mexicon Emperors; and the Turks have a Prophe- 
cy. that the laft Emperor will be a A4ahomer. 

JOHN hath been an unfortunate Name to 
Kings, witnefS King Fobn of England, who was 
poifon’d after he had reigned about five Years ; 
and extraordinary Fortunate to Dukes and Earls, 
of which John Duke of Marlbrough, and Fobn Ear! 
of R——s are two living Inftances. 

Tis certain, that there are fome Houfes un- 
lucky to their Inhabitants, which the Reverend 
Dr. Nepier doth acknowledge And fee To- 
bit, Chap. 3. v. 8. and you'll find, That fhe bad 
been marry’d to feven Satan, whom Afmodeus, 
the evil Spirit had kil’'d before they had lain wsth 
her. 

The Fleece Tavern in Covent Garden (in York- 
fireet] was very unfortunate, for Homicides 5 
there have been feveral kil'd there; three in 
my Time. 

A handfom Brick-Houfe, on the South-Side 
of Clerkenwell Churchyard, hath been fo valucky 
for at leaft Forty Years, that it was feldom te- 
nanted, and at laft, no Body wou’d adventure 
to take it.—~And ina handfom Houwfe in Hol- 
born, that look’d soward the Fields, the Tenants 
ofit, did never profper 3 fix Tenants broke fac- 
ceflively in that Houfe, and the Landlord may 
geta feventh if he can. 

Difinheriting the eldeft Son, is forbid im the 
Holy Scripture, and Eftates diftributed are ob- 
ferv’d to be unfortunate, of which 1 cow’d make 
a large Catalogue. The Jnjultice Same Nicholas 
lately a¢ted of this Kind, was prefently follow’d 
by the Lofs of 250/. from one of ber Tenants, 
and if her Five Truftees don’t repair the great 
Wrong fhe has done me, fome (tho? I may be 
dead firft) will live to fee a Blaft, and Curfe up- 
on the whole Eftate, that fhe has fo unjuftly 
given to Strangers ——See Dr. Sanderfon’s Ser- 
mon, where he difcourfes of this Subject. 

I have feen (fays Squire Aubley) an old Romifh 
Prayer-Book, ax the beggining whereof was a 
Calender wherein were inferted the walucky Days 
of each Month. | ; 

Tenfday,—was a moft remarkable Day with 
Thomas Becket Archbifhop of Canterbury, upoo 
a Tuefday he fuffer’'d, upon a Teufday he was 
tranflated, apon a Trxfday he was tried, and ap- 
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Wednefday,—is fiid’ to Be the fortunate Day 
of Sixtus Quintus, that Pope of renowned Merit 
that did fo great and excellent Things in the 
= - his Government. 

our fday— Was a fatal Day to Henry VII . 
fo alfo tohis Pofterity ; he dyed oy on 
January 23. King Edward the \ Ith, on7 Lurfday. 
july 6th. Queen Mary, on Thur{day, Novemb. 
i7th. Queen Elizabeeb, on Thurflay, March 
24th. 

Friday— Was obferved to be very fortunate to 

the renowned Captain Gowfalvo, he having on 
Day given the Frese’ many Memorable De- 
eats. 
Saturday—~Wasa Lucky Day to Henry ViIch. 
Upon that Day. he atchiev’d the Victory upen 
Kichard WI. Upon that Day he encer’d the City 
in Triumph; and my Lord Bacon tells us, he 
himfelf always acknowledged Saturday a forw- 
nate Day.-——A.nd thus € as Dryden {ays ) 


The Lucky bave their Days, and thofe they choofe, 
The Uniucky have ther Flours, and thofe they lofe. 


Thus we fee both im Aden, Howes and Days, 
fome are Lucky, and fome Unlucky, and the 
fame has appear’d inthe late Lotteries, one Gen- 
tleman ¢ whofe Name Iii conceal ) put éo9/. into 
the Adidlson Lottery, and has not one Beneje Ticker, 
but a Maid Servant ot the fame Gentleman, pus 
in but r0/. and has drawn an Eftate of 101 per 
Annum for thirty two Years, aad I don’t queftion 
butthe like ( unaccountable Chances). will hap- 
penin Perer’s and Smith’s Loiteries, 

And therefore being mow mounted on che For- 
tunate Poft ; Vil bealitsle merry, ( with my own 
Chance, be it what it will ) and che rather ast 
am one of the five Adventurers (in Perer’s and: 
Smish’s Lottery ) after whom was flang an old: 
Shooe for Lack fake, and for that Reafon ( hav- 
ingno better to offer) we expect a good Share 
of the Plate and Watches, tho’ we fhou'd mifs ( as- 
I think we fhan’c ) of the Sslver Ciftern and Thou- 
fand Pound, which every Adventurer ( ‘till the 
Tickets are drawn ) thiniss he has: right co, for 
His or wsifs, Luck’s all; ox Mr. Barnaby had never 
drawa a Phovfand Pounds per Avnam in. the: 
Million Lottery for Ten Pound, or the Smad-Coal. 
Man got a Howfe valu’d at 360/. by.only veu- 
turing, Seven half Crowns. 

So that now to divert the feveral Adventurers. 
in Peter’s-and Smith’s Lotteries, J’ll fappole vp- 
ontheir propofing 8007. and 1000/. for halta 
Crown, that every Mam that-ventures in-thefc 


Ona Tuefday.he returu'’d from Exile. 


Loucric , 


TBs, 
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otteries, Mall have’a Benéfit Ticket, but: fince’ 
tis ( to humour the Adventurers ) is an abfolute 
npoflibility, the Third Volume of Dunton’s Ora- 
?, fhall begin with a POST I'll enticle— 
il Blanks, or the Unfortunate Poft, which | de- 
gn as a Cordial for all fuch as had no Prizes in 
he late Lotteries. 


DUNTON’s Letter to all his Ingenious 
Querifts, of either Sex, concerning the 
better and more expeditious compleating 
his Three Thonfand Polts, and Weekly 
Oracle. 


Gentlemen and Ladies, 


Eing greatly afli€ted with the Srone and Rhen- 
matifm, and other Diftempers, and advis'‘d 

to live in the Country, ’cill fuch Time I can re- 
cover my former Health; for thefe Reafons | 
can’t attend the Prefs every Twe/day and Saturday, 
as formerly, and hall therefore publifh the Se- 
-cond Volume of Danton’s Oracle compleat, at 
Michaelmas next. The Third at Chriftmas, and 
all the remaining Volumes fhall be publifhed 
QUARTERLY at 25— 64 each, ‘tll my 3009 
Pofts have furnith’d out a Univerfal Entertainment. 


And I’m the more encourag’d to continue and; 


compleat Dunton’s Oracle in this new Method, as 
feveral Gentlemen, that live ata great Diftance 
from London, fend me Word they can feldom 
meet with my weekly Papers, or if they do, often 
loofe ’em before the Volome iscompleated, but 
by this new Metliod,’ in poblifhing Danton's Ora- 
ele, they'll not only have each Volume compleat 
at the fame Time, but will always have it cleam, 
and free from thofe Advertifements that /if up 
fo mich Room in‘all the weekly:Papers\( The 
© Famous Tatler not excepted’). : 
Gentlemen ohd\Ladies,-— Vhere give you pob- 
lick Notice of my publi fing Danton’: Ov acle ( of 
3002 Polts) in this new Method, that fo al} my 
inzemious Querifts ( of either Sex ) may continue 
| to fead to the’ Sword in New-Srreet pear Ferter- 
Tiantt, foch Pieces. in Profe and Verfe (bat more 
“efpecially remar kuble Accidents, humorous Po- 
ems, and nice Queftions } as may properly be in- 
ferted in Dunton’s 3000 Fojis, not forgetting: to 
cifcharge Poltag c. 5 | f 


Gentlemen aud Ladies—~1 am forther to ‘give 


you Notice; that none of our Onerifts miay- be 


put to the double Charge of buying the fame Oue. 
ftions twice, we fhall not oily aitfWer ech. og 
nice and curions Queftions are fent'to the Arhes 
nian Society (which now confifts of Twelve Gen- 
tlemen, all Mafters in their feveral Faculties ) 
but fhall Re-anfwer (in the fame Manner we 
have done inthe Firft and Second Volume of 
Durton’s Oracle) all thofe valuable Queftions 
that have yet been anfwer’d by the Interloper, 
or Britifh Apollo; and when we meet with any 
Queftions that require immediate Satisfaction (if 
fent to the Sword in New-freet ) they fhall never 
fail of an Anfwer in writing, the fame Week, 


Volume of Dunton’s Oracle is compleated, which 
will be by next Afichaelmas at furtheft. 
Gentlemen and Ladies 1 fhall conclude this 
Advertifing Letter, with acquainting you, that 
this prefeat Numb. 26. ( by Reafon the foar 
Numbers publifh’d at the Beginning of this Vo- 
lume were whole Sheets ) compleats thie Second 
Volume of Dunton’s Oracle, to which will be ad- 
ded A general Title, Preface and Index,’ which 
will be publifh'd’about two Weeks hence, in a 
whole Sheet, at a Penny Price, all the fingle 
Numbers of the Second Volume of Dunton’s Ora- 
éle being now gather’d into Sets. 3 goes 
A fhall only add that Duntoh's Oracle ( of 3000 
Péfts ) may be compleated with all poffible Ex- 
pedition, whenever my Health is fach that I can 
again live in Lendon, and attend the Prefs; 1 
fhall not only publifh a compleat Volame Oxar- 
terly, Of 24.——6d. Price, but fhall then Con- 
tinueto publifh Darton’s Ordele’ every “Twefday 
and Surtrday, as formerly, that fo bya py oiks 
and Weckly Publication, it may Compleat Dunton’s 
Oracein a few Years; or if I die before my 3000 
Pofts and Queftion-Proj:& can -( poflitly ) ‘be 
compleaced, it fhall:be- une Clavfe in my Laft 
Wil, that my Executor thail receive nothing ’cill 
every Penny of my Debts are firft paid, and my 
Poft ard Queftion-Projeé compleated, which ! 


(Gentlemen and L dies) will fu fficiently convince 
you how much | am 


Your Athenian Friend, and 


rh | vivy humble Sercant, 


JOHN DUNTON 


- Lahde, Printed for the Author,and are to be Sold by 7. Morphew neat Stationers Hall, * 


and the fame Anfwer in Print, when the next» 


* 
* 
xd 
< 
oe 


